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Program Personnel:  
Greeter: Steve Judson / Dan King 
Invocation: Dick Beddoe 
Introductions: Dennis Garton 
Pledge: Dale Stroud 
Raffle: Beth Glenn 
Tickets: Bill Cornelius 
 

Visiting Rotarians:  
We had one visitor from the Rotary Club of Fisherman’s Wharf in 
San Francisco,  Alma Estevez, that is if I was reading her signed 
name  correctly, from the book.  Bill Cornelius was trying to take 
away the book while I was squinting at the signature. 
 

Guests of Rotarians: 
Sarah Kania, Guest of Charles Allen & Larry Champion.More later ... 
I introduced reporter Julie Zeeb from The Daily News, a guest of the 
club.  Well-fed reporters don’t always produce positive press, but it 
never hurts to feed ‘em.  ☺ 
 

Members Birthday: 
Bob Stoufer, June 5 (82 years old!) 
 

Partner Birthdays: 
Nancy Frey, June 6 
Carmen Kelley, June 1 
Jim Ross, June 7 
 

Wedding Anniversaries: 
Greg & Lisa Cohen, June 6 
Dan & Sherry King, June 6 
 

Club Anniversaries: 
Sr. Pat Manoli, June 4 (8 Years) 
 

Announcements:  
ØPrez Bob shared a letter handed to him by one of our  Scholarship 
recipients last week, minutes after receiving his scholarship … 
thanking our club for the financial assist.  He’s heading to CSU 
Chico with a major in physics and engineering.  The kid’s got a head 
start in the manners     department, which will surely serve him well. 
ØSign up sheet went around for the Rotary Awards Picnic     
scheduled for Sunday, June 13, 2:00-4:30 pm at Cone Grove Park.  
No cost – If you want to come but you’re not going to be at club next 
week and have not yet signed up, call Prez Bob and let him know 
how many from your fam will attend. 
ØPrez Bob also distributed the Vision Quest Action Plan, or VQAP 
(Pronounced. “V-Cwap” … uh, just kidding).  We’ll meet as teams 
next week to tweak and hammer at it.  It’s an ambitious plan; the 
Vision Team did not want to replace    current programs with new 
ones, rather wanted to add to what we’re already doing. 
   P.S.  Final team point totals will 
be announced at the meeting next 
week!    
 

Drawing:   
To quote Gomer Pyle, 
“ S U R P R A A A H S ,                
SURPRAAAAHS!”  Dr. Bob 
Dunbar had the lucky number 
AGAIN – drew an Ace and took 
away $10.  
 
This Week’s Editor:  Greg Stevens               Pictures:  John Stover 
 

Absentees:   
Amundson, Brown, Bullen, Cohen, Griffith, Jacobson, Koontz, Lucero,         
Sr. Manoli, B. Miller, S. Nichols, Reid, Ross, Rubright, Sartori, Townsend and 
Vine (I thought it was Sunset and Vine ….?)  

Recognitions: 
Prez Bob reminded us 
that literacy is a big        
focus for Rotary        
Inter nat ional ,  and 
shared that our local 
schools have been 
blessed for many years 
with the expertise and 
leadership of one Sarah 
Kania.  Charles Allen 
and Larry Champion 
added their stories of 
Sarah’s work to move 

the needle on literacy in our schools, in several professional        
successive iterations, working with teachers and administrators to 
help them      improve the reading ability of local kids.  “Sarah Kania 
is the best of the best,” said Prez Bob, in awarding her Red Bluff 
Rotary’s Distinguished Service Award for Literacy, 2009-1010.  
 

Program: 
 Our presenter was Jon Halfhide, President and CEO of St.       

Elizabeth Community Hospital (SECH), 
and also of CHW North, including Mercy 
Medical in Redding.  Jon was assisted by 
co-presenter Kris Behrens, Marketing     
Director for SECH. 
     Ah, I already know I am not going to 
do this justice.  But I’ll give it a shot.  
Quotes embedded below are Jon’s. 
     The US Health Care industry is        
seriously broken.  Highest in health care 
expenses in the world, since about the 

mid-1980’s, with only average results compared to other countries.  
17.3% of our Gross Domestic Product goes to health care, more 
than any other nation. 
 One problem locally is, the payer mix is changing.  With many 
out of work now, coverage for folks with health insurance is down, 
and Medi-Cal is up – which does not fund as well.  “Today’s system 
is fragmented and uncoordinated.”  “35% of people who come to the 
hospital do NOT pay.”  So the cost to support those who cannot pay 
is passed to those who can, and thus the cost of insurance and “Pay 
for Performance” goes up and up.   
  Reagan wanted to fix health care in 86, GW Bush took a run at it in 
04 …  
 “If we need to course-correct the Health Care Reform law that is 
finally in effect, that will be better than if we had just continued the 
past course.”  
 “We’re already at 70% government sponsored health care.”  
(Medicare + Medi-Cal) 
 Long term result should be that “Pay for Performance”                
underpinning of our past system gives way to focus on prevention, 
primary care.  Move to a less episodically-based charge structure.  
We need to “Get out in front of it.”  (individual health care “events” 
(emergencies)) 
 Electronic medical records will help – Physician input records,   
accessible wherever you go.  Fewer repeated/duplicated tests and 
procedures will be called for.  
   Our hospital is already very cost efficient – average stay 1.3 days 
vs, 2-3 days at other hospitals.  But attracting doctors is getting 
harder and harder. 
   SECH was just awarded Top 100 designation by Thompson-
Reuters for the 4th year in a row.  One of only 2 smaller hospitals in 
the state.  And the only unit in the CHW North State system to    
receive this designation. 
   See?  I told you I would not do justice as a reporter for such a 
fact-filled program.   Hopefully you read reporter Julie Zeeb’s story in 
the 6/2/10 Daily News. 
 
 

 

Upcoming Programs: 
6/8 – Team Meeting  

6/15 – Walt Schaffer from Chico Rotary talking about  
his domestic water project in Tanzania 

6/22 – Shea McClusky, Young Farmer of the Year 


