
 
 
 

 Last Tuesday John Gumm gave an outstanding summary of 
the Cone Kimball project.  He was gracious enough to give us 
his notes which are printed here.  A few updated pictures of the 
park were taken on Tuesday afternoon, April 28th, with the 
flowers, lawn, and trees in full bloom. (See picture below.) 
Many individuals in our community have contributed time, 
money, ideas, in-kind donations, and dedicated service to 
Cone Kimball project over the past 20 years. 
 The 2008-09 Rotary International them is “Make Dreams 
Real” and the Cone Kimball Park and Clock Tower has made 
our individual and community dreams come true.  Sincere 
appreciation and commendations have been earned by many! 
 Please enjoy this special issue of the Lassen Lava. 
  Everett McDonough, President 
  Rotary Club of Red Bluff 

It has been 13 
years since Ann 
Illian, Don 
Jones, and I 
talked in Ann’s 
office about 
Rotary buying 
the vacant 
corner lot on 
Main and Walnut 
Streets, and the 
possibility of 
rebuilding the 
Cone and 
Kimball Clock 

Tower (the heart of Red Bluff).  
 After Rotary purchased the property we asked Steve Judson 
to do a concept drawing of the tower and the 
project was started.  The committee met every two 
weeks for many years working on the details. 
 There was an outpouring of support for the 
project and many people donated time and 
materials to the project.  Rotary should be proud of 
what they have accomplished for our community.  
There has been nothing but positive feedback from 
the community about our nearly finished project.  
For some who said it would not happen – we did it!  
All over the world Rotary has done projects like 
ours. 
 If you looked on the front page of the Red Bluff 
Daily News on Monday, April 20th you would have seen a 
picture of mounted horses with the town and tower in the 
background.  Without Rotary this picture would not be the 
same.  Rotary has brought back the heart of Red Bluff. 
 There are way too many people to thank and we wouldn’t 
want to leave anyone 
out.  I am here to give 
you a financial update to 
the project and Nancy 
Robison is here to give 
you an update on the 
water project (100% funded by the McConnell Foundation) that 
is currently being built.  (See picture for plumbing for fountain.) 
 Thanks to Eric Frey for the overall financial report.  The 

balance as of the end of 
January 2009 indicated total 
revenue of $847,917.19 had 
been received.  Additional 
revenue has been collected 
since that time. 
 Numerous fundraising 

efforts have been conducted over the years.   These include: 
40 Day Campaign, Antique Appraisal, Black and White 
Millennium Ball, Cards for a Cause Art Auction, Casino Drifters  

 
 
 
Dinner, Raffles, Taste of History, Golf Tournament, Donation 
cans placed in businesses, Rebate from sales slips at Holiday 
Quality Foods, the Shasta Regional Community Foundation 
Grant and the State Parks Grant, Micro Brew, Rental of space 
on the site for signs, Sale of bricks, buckles and note cards.  A 
substantial source of funding came from donations from people 
throughout the community. 
 There are still bricks for sale and space to put them.  Bricks 
are $50 and $100.  (See Bill Cornelius – see samples of 
buckles elsewhere.) 
 Our Pledge drive had a total of 85 people making pledges.  
These included both members of the Club and many non-
members.  As of last Friday, April 24th, 68 of those making 
pledges have completed paying their pledges.  The pledges 
total $79,946.30.  There are 17 pledges that have amounts not 
yet paid.  The amount of pledges outstanding total is $21,450.  
Of the 17 pledges remaining 8 individuals have made 
payments in 2009, 4 in 2008, and 5 made their last payment in 
2007.   
 The Club discussed many alternatives for funding the project 
at a Club Assembly.  There was interest in providing the 
opportunity for individual Club members to provide loans.  
Sever Club members indicated they would be willing to provide 
no interest loans, however it was determined that the loans 
would have to include an interest payment.  A total of $30,000 
was loaned this included two loans of $5,000 and two loans of 
$10,000. 
 The Club Board recently decided to start having all the 
remaining pledge funds placed in a separate account.  The 
funds were to be used to pay interest and principal on the 
loans.  These pledge funds plus some interest now total 
$4,403.03.  No payments on the loans have as yet been made 
from this new account.  (Payments on the loans will be made in 
June.) 
 The Club Board has made payments of $13,200 in principal 
and interest on the loans.  These payments were made from 
any funds available in the Cone & Kimball Account.  There is 
still $18,000 in principal plus interest remaining on the loans. 
 There is one main part of the total project remaining to be 
completed.  
That is the 
installation 
of 
recognition 
plaques for 
those 
individuals 
making 
major 
contribution 
to the 
overall 
project as 
well as those contractors who donated equipment, labor, or 
materials to the project.  The committee is exploring 
alternatives for completion of this aspect of the project.  We 
have waited until the very end for this aspect because we did 
not want to leave any last minute donations off of the 
recognition plaques. 
 It is important that we finish the project with the recognition 
plaques and the Rotary Emblem on the front of the project to 
show what Rotary has accomplished.  We need to fund and 
finish this final part of the project.  We have estimated that the 
cost will be in the neighborhood of $15,000 for the plaques and 
Rotary signs.        
  --Report by John Gumm, Past President 1980-81 
 
 An application for park use is being developed and will be 
available soon.   
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