
Program Personnel:  
Greeter: Steve Wheeler 
Invocation: Dick Beddoe 
Introductions: Carl Havener 
Pledge: John Gumm 
Tickets: Bob Dunbar 
Cashier: Dave Nichols  
 

Visiting Rotarians: 
Joe Durrer, Red Bluff Sunrise 
 

Member Birthdays: 

John Gumm, February 5 
Greg Stevens, February 10 
 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

Beth & Jim Glenn, February 4 
Tony & Carmen Kelley, February 4 
 

Club Anniversaries: 
Jack Fennel, February 7 (31 Years) 
 

Announcements: 
� Bob Douglas ~ Rotary Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 

chair, gave an appreciative report on a very successful 
fundraising event on Super Bowl Sunday.  The bottom 
line:  Over $5,800 was raised, up from $3,099 last year -- 
the second highest proceeds in the history of the event!  
There were 598 breakfasts served, over 1200 pancakes 
were flipped, more than two dozen of our members (plus 
a few spouses) showed up to work.  Although our club 
was the coordinating sponsor, local businesses and 
professionals, other service clubs, parents of scouts and 
scouts themselves all contributed.  So the event truly was 
an example of a whole community honoring its own 
scouting program, with Red Bluff Rotary “Taking the 
Lead.” 

� Prez Ev announced that all our collected flags from other 
clubs are now mounted on additional felt banners and will 
be displayed weekly at our meetings. 

� Larry Champion gave an update on the dictionaries 
donation program.  As of last week’s meeting, 13 
classrooms and 260 kids received dictionaries.  He and 
Sunrise Rotarian Joe Durrer have run the dictionary 
distribution project as what Joe called an “Abbott and 
Costello act” for five years, now.  Again, the project has 
received donations to buy dictionaries from other than 
Rotarians, so once again, there’s Rotary playing the 
community-betterment leadership role. 

� Joe Durrer announced the Sunrise Club’s Crab and Tri-
Tip Feed, at the Vets Hall on February 28th.  

 

Recognitions: 
Either we had no recognitions at our February 3rd meeting, 
or I was abducted by aliens right before the Recognitions 
began, and returned with my spaghetti-stained napkin to my 
metal chair when the program speakers arrived. 
 

This Week’s Editor:  Greg “Scoop” Stevens 
 

Drawing:   
Demonstrating that the universe can sometimes be fair, 
Scoutmaster Bob Douglas won the raffle.  Truly a deserving 
winner, given the success of our fundraising project Bob 
championed the previous weekend! 
 

Program: 
Prez Ev had earlier mumbled that it did not look like our 
program was going to make it.  But fresh from a county 
meeting, at about 12:30 PM, our own secretary Val Lucero, 
executive director of Tehama County Health Services 
Agency and County exec Charlene Reid, Director of 
Tehama County Social Services, arrived just in time to 
deliver the program. 

 It was not an upbeat presentation, but it was serious stuff 
we needed to hear.  Charlene noted that not only have 
there been cuts in the budget, but there have been no 
funding increases since 2001.  The county is facing a seven 
to nine month delay in funding – which will likely force a 
shutting down of services from some departments. To make 
matters worse, Ms. Reid says $60 million comes out of the 
County departments and into the local economy, supporting 
jobs, income for local businesses, etc. 
 She said the County had hoped to reduce expenses 
through assigned unpaid furloughs for all employees.  
Sadly, the Joint Council, the union representing most 
County employees, did not go along with the prospect of 
furloughs, a refusal which will all but guarantee further 
layoffs. 
 Val Lucero overviewed County Health Services annual 
budget ($17.9 million), monthly payroll ($900,000).  She 
noted most programs they run are paid by the state through 
invoicing after the services have been provided.  “The 
Counties do the State’s work for them,” Val said.  If the 
state runs out of cash, potentially all funding could be 
deferred, causing a cash flow catastrophe for Tehama 
County.   
 Val also demonstrated cuts and layoffs already made by 
her department.  Since medicals private sector is still hiring, 
there is incentive to leave for the few licensed professionals 
who are left on staff. 
 Prez Ev asked me to stand up and talk about the 
background behind the (rare) front-page editorial published 
by the Daily News on January 31st.  The editorial urged the 
public to contact their legislators and demand they stop the 
finger-pointing and self-righteous bluster, adopt a spirit of 
political compromise  and adopt a new budget now, which 
common sense demands must come from a combination of 
cutting costs and increasing taxes; as little as they and we 
like the prospect of doing or accepting either. 
 There were serious questions and some comments.  As 
the program ended, I considered:  How can Rotary “Take 
the Lead” in supporting local infrastructure to help Red Bluff 
through some likely lean and dark days ahead? 
 

Absentees:     →          →            →           →           →          11 
Allen, Cohen, Griffith, Hamlin, Jacobsen, R.Miller, Molarius, Patidar, 
Stroud, Townsend, Wiley 
 

 
 

February 3, 2009 Ev McDonough, President Vol. 87, No. 30 
Editorial Team: Dick Beddoe (alternate), Barbara Miller, 

Will Murphy, Tim Potanovic, and Greg Stevens 

 

Upcoming Programs: 
02/10 – Sherry King’s California Heat 

02/17 – Bridget Jacobsen ~ Local Girl Scouts 
02/24 – Bob Douglas ~ Past Presidents Luncheon 

 


