
Program Personnel:   
Greeter: Elizabeth Soder 
Invocation: Charles Allen 
Introductions: Tom Amundson 
Pledge: Bob Douglas 
Cashier: Tod Dolling 
Raffle: Elizabeth Soder 
 

Visiting Rotarians:  
Kelley Crane, Chico Noon Club.  She is here today as mom of our 
Student of the Month, Ryan Ward. 
 

Guests of Rotarians:  
Charles Allen introduced Ryan Ward – our Student of the Month.   
Una Jordan introduced Jackie Douglas & Debbie Carlisi.  Both are 
prospective members! 
 

Member Birthdays:  
Earnie Graham, January 12 
Christina Stanley, January 14 
Don Waits, January 15, 2010 
 

Partner Birthdays:  
Curtis Stanley, January 17 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  
Mike & Jennifer Metherd, January 14 

Larry introduced our Student of the Month, Ryan Ward, who 
was present with his coach and mother, Kelley Crane.  Ryan is 
very motivated in sports and academics.  He swims for Mercy 
High and recently participated in a triathlon.  Ryan wants to 
attend a UC San Diego for a bachelor degree in History and 
then (drum roll) he wants to attend an Ivy League law school - 
impressive. Thank you Ryan and congratulations to Kelley for 
a wonderful work in progress. 
 

Announcements:  
��� �  Larry Champion  recounted all the Rotary members who are 
stepping up (by paying $200) in support of the Rotary 
Dictionary Program to provide dictionaries for students in all 
third grade classrooms.  He invited all Rotarians to participate. 
��� �  Our President  reminded Rotarians about the Boy Scouts 
Super Bowl Pancake Breakfast  (7:30 am to 11:00 am) at the 
Elks Lodge on February 7th and circulated the list for those 
who want to assist.��
��� �  Val Lucero  updated Rotary on her agency’s significant 
efforts to educate the public and minimize the spread of 
bacterial Meningitis following the tragic loss of a local 10 year 
old child to that disease.�
�

Recognitions:  
Bill Cornelius  entertained members with another one of his 
world renowned monologues about why he did not attend the 
District Governor’s luncheon: $50; Del Skillman  announced a 
fund raising event for his son Jonathan Skillman’s campaign 
for judge of the superior court on February 12th at the Red Bluff 
Community Center.  Noting that his announcement was 
probably a departure from the Club’s practice on 
announcements, he offered to and was granted the opportunity 
to be recognized: $50 (Hmmm …) 
 
 
 
 

Program:  
Tod Dolling  introduced 
today’s program by local 
author Mary Lee Grimes.  
Mary Lee walked us through 
the Mexican Land grants 
and maps covering Tehama, 
Los Molinos, Corning, and 
Red Bluff; Reeds Creek; 
Tuscan Springs, which 
burned in 1899 and rebuilt in 
for the last time in 1916; 

Cone and Kimball building; the Rice Museum; the Catholic 
Church built in 1906; the 1937 flood and snow in Red Bluff, 
and much, much more.  Thank you, Mary Lee.  All should read 
her book: the Pictorial Essay of Tehama County – the First 
Fifty Years – 1856 to 1906. 
 

Two Minute Drill:  
Steve Wheeler was born in 1956 in 
Bellflower, California and was raised in 
Southern California. He played basketball in 
high school for a coach who played 
basketball for John Wooden at UCLA.  Steve 
received a basketball scholarship to 
University of Colorado and graduated with a 
degree in business. He has been fortunate to 
travel to some great places.  After college, he 
moved to Phoenix, Arizona where he met his 

wife of 25 years plus. Steve worked in retail for a while and then 
became a residential general contractor and did that for 11 years in the 
Phoenix area.  He has a son who completed culinary college this year 
and is a Chef at his dream job in Eugene, Oregon. From Phoenix 
Steve moved to San Diego where they lived for 9 years. He worked for 
GE while there and found out in 2007 that they were going to sell off 
the company he worked for and let everyone go.  They had traveled up 
I -5 interstate for several years and fell in love with the northern state 
and decided that they would like to live her someday.  So in his search 
for a new job in 2007, He looked mainly in Northern California and 
purchased land in Whitmore for future relocation. Steve has been 
working for Suburban Propane since November 2007. 
 

Scott Sherman  was born in the middle 
of the Great Depression in Tumwater, 
Washington. Scott moved a year later 
with his parents to San Francisco, where 
his father was the Marketing Manager for 
Shell Oil Aviation.  He graduated from 
Lowell High School, where he was active 
in student politics, Junior Statesman, 
Boys’ State and was manager of the City 

Champion Basketball team for three years.  He talked his way into Cal 
and was elected Class President and executive vice president of the 
student body.  He graduated from UC Berkeley with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in rhetoric.  He was admitted to Princeton Theological 
Seminary, but took a commission as a 2nd Lt. in the Army Reserve, and 
served at Ft. Knox and Camp Irwin in the Mojave Desert, noting that 
anyone who had been to that location would understand what a 
wonderful experience that would be.  He returned to CA as a field 
representative for the Alumni Association and then as Assistant to the 
Director of Athletics, Pete Newell.  He then spent a year at Hastings 
Law School where a kid behind him in class, Dick Pugh, from Red 
Bluff, set him up on a blind date with his old neighbor, Gretchen 
Wetter.  They were married ten months later in Red Bluff.  They have a 
son and a daughter and four wonderful young grandchildren.  He spent 
a career in non-profit association management and fund-raising, 
holding executive positions for California CPA Society, California Life 
Underwriters Assn, California Alumni Assn, and finally as President of 
the Alta Bates Medical Center’s Foundation.  He retired and returned 
to Red Bluff almost twenty years ago, just completing his 8th year as 
Reference Librarian for the County Library.  
 

Drawing : John Stover won the drawing, but drew a four.  Oh well … 
 

This Week’s Editor:    Will Murphy                    Pictures :  John Stover 
 

Absentees:       �          �           �            �           �                   14 
Blunkall, Bullen, Cohen, E.Frey, Glenn, Goodwin, Growney, Jacobsen, 
S. Nichols, Patidar, Potanovic, Reid, Rubright, Stroud 
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At next week’s meeting 
the 2010 elections for the 

2010 Red Bluff Rotary 
Club Officers for 

President, Vice President 
& 2nd Vice President�

A dictionary work party has been scheduled for Wednesday 
January 27th at the Tehama County Dept of Ed ~ all are 
invited to be part of a three club dictionary labeling party! 

�


